Traditional Archetypes
In modern times, researchers have been able to collect and compare the myths, legends, and religions of cultures from around the world. They have been fascinated to discover that for centuries, people who had no contact with each other at all had passed down stories whose characters and events were strikingly similar. Many great thinkers have tried to explain this phenomenon. Noted psychoanalyst Carl Jung introduced a theory that humans have a collective unconscious, which means that there is a store of baseline information that humans, somehow hold in our memory from generation to generation around the world. This collection of information includes archetypes, or symbolic figures. Archetypes influence the way we think and behave, as people follow the same patterns throughout time and around the world.
	 Archetypal Character 
	Description 
	Examples 

	The Hero
	A larger-than-life character that often goes on some kind of journey or quest. In the course of his journey, the hero demonstrates the qualities and abilities valued by his culture.
	King Arthur, Odysseus, Luke Skywalker, Frodo

	The Father Figure
	The protector and leader
	Mufasa from The Lion King 

	The Mother Figure
	The protective nurturer and gentle provider
	Ma Joad in The Grapes of Wrath, Queen Elinor from Disney’s Brave

	The Fatal Woman or Temptress
	A woman who uses her power (intellect, magic, or most of all, beauty) to make men, especially the Hero, weak
	Circe and the Sirens in The Odyssey, Lady Macbeth, Morgan le Fey

	The Witch
	A woman, often a hag (though she may be disguised as a beautiful young woman), who attempts to trap and destroy the protagonist
	The Wicked Stepmother in fairy tales

	Monster/Villain
	The antagonist, especially in opposition to the hero.
	The Big Bad Wolf from Little Red Riding Hood, The Giant in Jack and the Beanstalk

	The Innocent
	An inexperienced male or female character that is exposed to the evils in the world
	Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, Little Red Riding Hood

	The Alter Ego or Double
	Reveals the dual nature of man
	Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

	Wise Mentor                                                  
	Characters that assist or guide the protagonist
	Merlin, Yoda and Obi Wan Kenobi in Star Wars, Grandmother Willow in Pocahontas 

	The Trickster/The Fool
	Characters who trick others to get them to do what s/he wants – they can be both virtuous and nefarious.            
	Puss-in-Boots, Road Runner, Fred & George Weasley            

	The Underdog
	Characters who are always in the wrong place at the wrong time, but who usually win something of value in the end.     
	 The Ugly Duckling, The Frog Prince, Neville Longbottom          

	The Heroine

	Two types: 1) a female main character or 2) a female figure who provides intellectual stimulation for the hero.
	Princess Leia, Katniss Everdeen, Scout Finch

	The Outcast
	A Figure banished from a social group for some crime against his fellow man (could be falsely accused of a crime or could choose to banish himself from guilt).
	Gollum, Sirius Black, Han Solo

	Sidekick
	Sometimes like servants to the hero who are heroic themselves; their duty is to protect the hero and reflect the nobility of the hero. In recent times they have become friends of the hero
	Sam (LOTR), Robin, RTD2 /C3PO (StarWars).


Character Archetypes List

There an exhaustive list of common archetypes listed below

1. Scan the list as quickly as possible and see how many examples from TV, music, videos games or movies that you can come up with almost automatically without thinking.
2. Go back using resources in the classroom and at home to find an example for each archetype.
	Archetype
	Example & From What/Where?

	Addict/Gambler (Conspicuous Consumer, Glutton, Workaholic, Drug Addict)
	

	Advocate (Attorney, Defender, Legislator, Lobbyist, Environmentalist)
	

	Angel (Fairy Godmother/Godfather)
	

	Artist (Artisan, Craftsperson, Sculptor, Weaver)
	

	Athlete (Olympian)
	

	Avenger (Avenging Angel, Saviour, Messiah)
	

	Beggar (Homeless person/ Indigent)
	

	Bully (Coward)
	

	Child (Orphan, Wounded, Magical/Innocent, Nature, Divine, or Eternal Boy/Girl)
	

	Clown (Court Jester, Fool, Village Idiot)
	

	Companion (Friend, Sidekick, Right Arm, Consort)
	

	Damsel (Princess)
	

	Destroyer (Attila, Mad Scientist, Serial Killer, Spoiler)
	

	Detective (Spy, Double Agent, Sleuth, Snoop, Private Investigator, Profiler--see also Warrior/Crime Fighter)
	

	Dilettante (Amateur)
	

	Femme Fatale (Black Widow, Flirt, Siren, Circe, Seductress, Enchantress)
	

	God (Adonis, see also Hero)
	

	Gossip (see also Networker)
	

	Guide (Alchemist, Guru, Crone, Wise Woman, Spiritual Master, Evangelist, Preacher, Visionary, Scientist, Wizard)
	

	Healer (Wounded Healer, Intuitive Healer, Caregiver, Nurse, Therapist, Analyst, Counselor)
	

	Hedonist (Bon Vivant, Chef, Gourmet, Gourmand, Sybarite--see also Mystic)
	

	The Innocent (totally pure/unexposed character, young, isolated man/woman, child, animal)
	

	Judge (Critic, Examiner, Mediator, Arbitrator)
	

	King (Emperor, Ruler, Leader, Chief)
	

	Liberator
	

	Lover
	

	Martyr
	

	Mediator (Ambassador, Diplomat, Go-Between)
	

	Mentor (Master, Counselor, Tutor, Teacher, Instructor)
	

	Messiah (Redeemer, Saviour)
	

	Midas/Miser
	

	Monk/Nun (Celibate)
	

	Monster (Murderer, Werewolf, Vampire, Zombie)
	

	Mystic (Renunciate, Anchorite, Hermit)
	

	Networker (Messenger, Herald, Courier, Journalist, Communicator)
	

	Pioneer (Explorer, Settler, Pilgrim, Innovator)
	

	Poet
	

	Priest (Priestess, Minister, Rabbi, Evangelist)
	

	Prince
	

	Queen (Empress)
	

	Rebel (Anarchist, Revolutionary, Political Protester, Nonconformist, Pirate)
	

	Saboteur
	

	Samaritan
	

	Scribe (Copyist, Secretary, Accountant--see also Journalist)
	

	Seeker (Wanderer, Vagabond, Nomad)
	

	Servant (Indentured Servant)
	

	Shape-shifter/Trickster (Spell-caster, Puck, Provocateur)
	

	Slave
	

	Storyteller (Minstrel, Scop, Troubadour, Narrator)
	

	Student (Disciple, Devotee, Follower, Apprentice)
	

	Thief (Swindler, Con Artist, Pickpocket, Burglar, Robin Hood)
	

	Victim
	

	Warrior (Soldier, Crime Fighter, Amazon, Mercenary, Soldier of Fortune, Gunslinger, Samurai, Knight, Rescuer)
	


