Literary Terms and Poetic Devices	- 10M

Personification
Definition: giving human qualities to animals or objects.		Example: the curtains winked at me.

Cliché		
Definition: An expression that was fresh and apt when it was first coined but is now so overused that it has become hackneyed and stale. 	Example: busy as a bee

Metaphor
Definition: comparison of two unlike things without using like or as.
Example: Ms. Dahms is the sunshine of my life.

Simile
Definition: comparison of two unlike things using like or as.		Example: Zach is like an ox—strong and buff.

Alliteration
Definition: repetition of initial (first) sounds in a series of words 		Example: Skylar sells seashells at the seashore. 

Symbol
Definition: an object or action that means more than its literal meaning.
Example: U.S. flag symbolizes freedom, American Dream, success, etc.

Hyperbole
Definition: exaggeration or overstatement.		Example: Anthony Haselbauer is a giant! 

Foreshadowing
Definition: The presentation of details, characters, or incidents in a narrative in such a way that later events are prepared for.		Example: It smells like death in here.

Flashback	
Definition: a scene in a movie, play, short story, or novel that interrupts the present action of the plot to “flash backward” and tell what happened at an earlier time,

Irony
Definition: The use of words to convey the opposite of their literal meaning.
Example: We are committed to excellense.

Imagery
Definition: Vivid descriptive language that appeals to one or more of the senses (sight, hearing, touch, smell, and taste)	
Example: The grimy scraps / Of withered leaves about your feet / And newspapers from vacant lots (T. S. Eliot).

Mood:
Definition: the general atmosphere created by the author’s words. It is the feeling the reader gets from reading those words. It may be the same, or it may change from situation to situation. Syntax is also a determiner of mood because sentence strength, length, and complexity affect pacing.
Example: It was a mysterious and frightening story.

Theme: A central idea of a work of fiction or nonfiction, revealed and developed in the course of a story or poem, or explored through argument.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Example: Gossip can cause serious damage to a person’s reputation.

Tone: the author’s attitude toward the writing (his characters, the situation) and the readers. A work of writing can have more than one tone. An example of tone could be both serious and humorous. Tone is set by the setting, choice of vocabulary and other details.
Example: The setting was gloomy but the characters didn’t seem to notice and the song they sang was playful.
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